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detail, she mentioned more than once to Loth air how re-
lieved she felt by Colonna accepting the mission to Paris.
He was a person of so much influence, she said, and of such
great judgment and resource. She augured the most satis-
factory results from his presence on the main scene of
action.

Time passed rapidly at the camp. When a life of con-
stant activity is combined with routine, tho hours fly.
Neither letter nor telegram arrived from Colonna, and
neither was expected; and yet Theodora heard from him,
and even favourably. One day, as she was going the rounds
with her husband, a young soldier, a new recruit, ap-
proached hep, and pressing to his lips a branch of. the olive
tree, presented it to her. On another occasion when she
returned to her tent, she found a bunch of fruit from the
same tree, though not quite ripe, which showed that the
cause of peace had not only progressed but had almost ma-
fcured. All these communications sustained her sanguine
disposition, and full of happy confidence she laboured with
unceasing and inspiring energy, so that when the looked-
for signal came they might be prepared to obey it, and
rapidly gather the rich fruition of their glorious hopes.

While she was in this mood of mind a scout arrived from
Nerola, bringing news that a brigade of the French army
had positively embarked at Marseilles, and might be hourly
expected at Civita Yecchia. The news was absolute. The
Italian Consul at Marseilles had telegraphed to his govern-
ment both when the first regiment was on board, and when
the last had embai'ked. Copies of these telegrams had been
forwarded instantly by a secret friend to the volunteers on
the southern frontier.

When Theodora heard this news she said nothing, but,
turning pale, she quitted the group round the General and
hastened to her own tent. She told her attendant, the
daughter of the cnstom-Jjouae officer at ISTarni, and a true